Your Choice:
The Steps to Completing a
Research Assignment

START HERE:
You have a
Research Assignment.

by Stan Pirog

You’ll need to
perform some
research.

Do you care much
about your grade?

Heck yes!

Find good quality, reputable
sources from the library:
books, eBooks, eAudiobooks,
and articles in databases.

Will you properly
cite your sources?

No, that’s too much work!

Oops! You went through all the work of finding and using
good-quality sources for your paper, but you committed
plagiarism by failing to cite your sources. You may fail your
assignment and get into big trouble for committing an act of
“academic misconduct.”

Yes I will!
Not so much.

Just find whatever
looks good on
Google.

Will you properly
cite your sources?

Yes, I will.

Use “In-text”
citations to identify
all of the outside
sources you are
integrating into the
body of your paper.

There are 2 ways to do
“In-Text” citation:
• Direct Quotation
• Summary / Paraphrase

Now at the end of your paper, you must
create a list of sources you used
throughout your paper:
• MLA style uses the Works Cited page
• APA style uses the References page

Nah, why bother?

Just copy/paste
information right
into your paper and
pretend it’s your
own work.

No, I didn’t care too much about my grade.

Did you use good-quality,
reputable sources from the
library?

You know it!

Oh no! You’ve used poor resources in your
research and you’ve also committed plagiarism.
You’re going to fail the assignment. You might
even get into big trouble for committing an act
of “academic misconduct.”

Oops! You chose to use poor-quality
sources for your paper, so your grade
will definitely suffer. However, at least
you properly cited your sources, so
you’ll likely get some credit for that.

Way to go! You’ve done a good
job of researching your topic, and
citing and listing all of the sources
you used! Your grade will reflect
the good work you’ve done!

